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IdE VIEWS OF A. SOVIET DEFECTOR

What is- intefesting ‘about -Mr~ though \/Ir D?hxrkvelov seems - reasons. Fxrsr a country wmc‘z"’
Dzhirkvelov; ‘the ‘Soviet defectoc ~only half- in’agreement, Lur it bases its pohcu—s on a distorted
whom we “have been. mterv1ew-,va.makes fon.'a system with pro-. .view of the world, and. which.
ing over the past week, is that . found . and:. growing - internal - may not be, fully informed about
e seems a very ordinary product.. weaknesses.._ Creativity- . and - _irself, is',inevitably. dangerous
of the Soviet. apparatus-in. every: linitiative. are. stifled, innovation ~-and “difficult;to. deal with. SE¢
respect except that-ie defected.* is held- back, and the- rop -level...ondly,.a. ccrurm'y expanding from..
He worked' his way -dutifully up:: of the apgaratus. is-increasingly - -an, empLy- COre: is -move dangec-
the-ladder under Stalin, suffered-:"isolated fromreality by the’ ‘self-. . ous ~tham “a ~country’ which ‘SU“
t‘le now' famxhar loss’ ok IHUSIOH serving” tnndency of the Tower:r believes .in »itselfus Fors &xLoms |

""" tevels téd pass upwards xﬂfmmA munbt sratcf’ i -par m:ufar 43 -
tions which-it. believes . ; firg. belief in the. 5c1enufxc Taws,
level 4 ,wams. to he of history . will rénd to make for
Bringers of ‘good Hews ar patlence sincgithere is,ng’ need“
Tikely to. be- promoted tha to itake riskse if “bistory”is) on)
rhr‘noersz - one’s side;: but. when faith weaks-
ge'an ens: the temprarion rincreasés 1o’
Jare Oftenn made # “prop it¥ up- by - demonstrating’
di ~torted mfor-md, * forcibly tharfcommunism.'is oh;
the march. Otherwise the: egiti: -
macy - of. the. eame symemuacant'
be qLe>moned Tora great exteut
it:is not communist, zea}- utsthes
crumbling of “thar-zeal. “which.
drives - the SOﬂet Umon TR T
pand - influerice = abroad"
T:mc.l‘:.¢ when the” 1ulm°. !
“of an imperial power oegms 1o i
“doubt its’ rtcrhc to’ rulc tand: 1o

was? neither
dissident: nor -a, great- artist, .He:
hady;no::big. secrets. to> serl;.nor
any-visible: senses of mission:: He,
cannor-have aty-hopes.of. great.
richies~in’ the west;’ Hr-«defected
only whefr the systent’ ‘seemed-to
be closing fagains ?lum“‘to"denv-
him the-»ptospects ‘whiche he felt
were hisdués after Jong an i

service [ A ‘sense of per%onal ‘in
i " desire’to go: o' lwm

‘Almost | ceztamly, ‘for " instance
l’e,ndecxsmu to; invade Czecho~*"
slovakia “in 1953 was based on .
brinz . hxm ‘to-the ‘decision. In a- .information which.. unde"pleved v
wav, he is. flesing not from neo- ~“the support for: Mr:Dubcek '
Stalinism: but, from..the. absence “vexaggerated - the dangers -
of Stalinismin.the Soviet Union, dnstabilitys: Probably the invasion”
from- the 1oss .0f- purpose; order ‘.o: : Afshanistam-.was’ based on
and dlscxplne. There was simply similarly over-optimistic assuvnr
nothmg ‘ta<hold his’ Iovz\ltv once itignis aboGt the ease  with which .
his career was at-an end: he countxy; ‘could besubjugated

On’a more general: level there

«In- all tehis® there is a lo¥ that Tire plenty of exampl°s of"Soviet'. )
js typical, even if his decision to “officials conspi icuously failing to. Ob‘ fous™ way’out-
defect “was ‘not, but even - chat “understand the workings of the creases the.dangers 'zhea
decision xs:reveahn Jdor it JAmerican. - pohmcal systent.: And even - a cnew leadership;::
Xposes - the“hollow core" that ™ rs.. ieven—if “-the - Ieadershm . gets i-anyway ‘will Have! sarned its® pro-.
now. at, the Acentre of the Soviet: -accurate, :information: ne :—h " motion. by deference-to ;the ex
3 ;, isting order, wilk-have, mno, “clear,

C’{tasa‘ophxc state of- the Sovxnt
economy- it=1s* 50 mbulated trom pswers in sxght ‘It mll “be: undery

by xts own pmvxleaes that ‘the same pressures andithe sames|
jcann t entirely grasp ~ " handicaps'as the.present leader-
: hip - and"”pmsmly undet stk
greater remptation tol try- to; Jese
cape_ them - by -mkmﬂ >'rrs».sa-
b*oad )

also. suggests rh ore are. dano*e‘
n+ both - directions” of changew'
ixrtiah er controls»md in greatet ;;

Union:ds: now:run: by.an
bureaucracy?; .akwbody 24 of
careensts’xthhour ‘principles’ o
faith. This should ‘be_better than
the: savave;zeal gt the StalA 1 er

the »west» are. worrymo for a num-
27 of ¢ “dxfrerent but >related-
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